
than most other investments due to poor asse ssment practic e s an d regressi ve taxes . Unim ­

proved and under improved l a nd is t axed so li ght ly th at owners h o ld t he land un ti l the y can 

s e cure absurd prices for it while pa y ing almos t n o thing in t a xes on i t . In a ddi t ion, 

improvements are taxed, making slums a highl y pr o f it a ble investm en t while i g n ori n g a 

potential source of t ax rev enue. 

It woul d be n a iv e to expec t ac ti on on all the proposals re comme nd ed in t hi s and 

other county reports, or t o suppose that eve ryo n e who r ea ds th ese c riti cism s o f l oca l 

gov ernment will agree wi th t he Board ' s st atem ents regard ing them . There exists in a ll o f 

us a reluctance to change , a nd we som e times have a st a ke in the st a tus qu o . Bu t th e 

problems are pressing, and the people a re going to lis ten a nd rethin k the ol d way s . I t i s 

possible that the joint eff or ts o f b usiness , labor, civi c, a nd o the r gro u ps wi ll ini tia t e 

discussions a nd ref or ms in o rder to face the weighty chall e nges of th e d ay. Local gove rn ­

men ts can become a s efficient a s a n y cen traliz ed organiz a ti on ye t devised, a nd o ffer a more 

democr a tic st yle in the pr oce ss . S ome readjustments a re, h ow ever, first in o rder, and by 

making them, Unio n Co unt y will lead the way. 
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